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Steve Vines, Commodore 

Greetings members and apologies for not being around the 
club much recently. I’ve been struggling with a tooth that has 
been an ongoing issue for weeks. My regular dentist finally re-
ferred me to an endodontist last week and root canal work will 
hopefully finally fix the issue. Now, despite the significant pain 
involved, this health issue is minor compared to the travails 
that have faced a few of my friends and fellow SKBC members 
of late. The fact is, that as a group, we are mainly middle aged 
and male with all the usual health challenges that this cohort 
faces. Please, don’t ignore your health. Take advantage of the 
available screening services, listen to your partners, visit a GP 
and pay attention to little signs and symptoms. 
 
On a brighter note, we have passed the winter solstice and 
while the coldest, wettest part of the year will be with us for a 
while yet, summer and the boating season are now in sight. 
Please remember the AGM is coming up soon and I encour-
age anyone who would like to contribute as a member of the 
committee to put their hand up. 
 
Stay safe on the water and in your communities. 
 
Steve Vines 
Commodore 
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Sunday 2 July Bar Open 1500 hrs 

Friday 7 July Bar and Galley Open 1800 hrs 

Sunday 9 July Bar Open 1500 hrs 

Monday 10 July Committee Meeting at 1900 hrs 

Friday 14 July Bar and Galley Open 1800 hrs 

Saturday 15 July Trivia Quiz Night 

Sunday 16 July Bar Open 1500 hrs 

Friday 21 July Bar and Galley Open 1800 hrs 

Sunday 23 July Bar Open 1500 hrs 

Friday 28 July Bar and Galley Open 1800 hrs 

Sunday 30 July Bar Open 1500 hrs 

The Haven 

 Coming Up: 

 

Annual General Meeting—end of August 
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Beacon 4 will temporarily be replaced by a red buoy carrying a 
red light, flashing once every 2 seconds.  Beacon 4 is in the ap-
proach channel to Outer Harbor, 34° 47.2608’S, 138° 25.23252’E. 

18 June, 2023 
BOM prediction 2.78M 
(Outer Harbour) 
 

Glad we made the pilings 
long enough! 
 
(Photo thanks to Dave Gittins) 

Yes, it is the whale spotting season, and while we are not likely to see them in 
Barker Inlet (at least live ones), two years ago I had a good shore viewing at 
Christie’s Beach.  So when you’re out and about in your boat, see below. 

 

 

 



For the past few weeks much of the world has been transfixed by the Titan sub disaster 
which resulted in the loss of five lives. As with any vessel on the seas, perils always lurk but 
we do not stop venturing forth because of them. 
 
The Titan was designed and built by OceanGate Inc and although the company claimed to 
have involvement of Boeing and NASA in the project, both those companies deny that.  The 
7 metre long vessel is constructed of titanium and carbon fibre.  Originally she was used for 
dives off the coast of California, Mexico and in the Atlantic.  She had dived to the wreck of 
the Andrea Doria off the coast of Massachusetts, which lies at a depth of a mere 70 metres. 
However, the Titanic is where the big tourist bucks are spent, and lies at 3800 metres.  Pres-
sure at that depth is approximately 400 times normal atmospheric pressure.  The Titan had 
made 6 dives to the Titanic in 2021 and 7 in 2022; her last dive was the only one she made 
in 2023. 
 
The Titan had 7 back-up systems to allow it to return to the surface including ballast, thrust-
ers and an inflatable balloons. Although the thruster controller (pictured) looks like something 
from K-Mart, it is not unusual to use these on submersibles. 
 
The fatal dive began at 930 AM on 18 June and lasted perhaps for less than 2 hours, with a 
possible implosion detected at that time.  Death would have been instantaneous. 
 
At 1:18 PM on 22 June the finding of a debris field was announced, located by a Remotely 
Operated Vehicle (ROV) launched from a research vessel. The identifiable debris consisted 
of the tail cone, and the forward and aft end bells and was approximately 500 metres from 
the bow of the Titanic. 
 

There have been many comments about the safety and suitability of the Titan, including the 
use of carbon fibre and titanium sections, the relative strength of the Perspex window, the 
lack of certification of the vessel, and reports of incidents and unnerving noises that occurred 

on previous dives.  No doubt, the story is not yet over. 

Bow of the Titanic, without Leo and Kate. 

Logitech F710 wireless game controller 
was modified to serve as the thrust con-
troller. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logitech_F710
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Game_controller
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COMMITTEE & OFFICE BEARERS 2022-2023 

 

COMMODORE    Steve Vines    0413 975 064 

VICE COMMODORE   Paul Crouch    0403 834 621 

SECRETARY     Art Hohmann    0410 373 745 

TREASURER    Paul Davison    8255 2574 

MOORING MASTER   Richie Low    0402 087 568 

ON WATER ACTIVITIES  Kevin Knott    0421 286 807 

MAINTENANCE OFFICER  Courtney Regan   0423 847 233 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES   Alana Francis   0412 617 996 

COMMUNICATIONS   Sam Whiting    0438 806 474 

COMMITTEE MEMBER  Reg Webb    0403 113 794 

COMMITTEE MEMBER  Ian Cope    0409 096 963  

PUBLIC OFFICER   Graham Cox    0428 363 730  

The Haven 

Articles, submissions or comments for The Haven may be sent to: 
The Editor, St. Kilda Boat Club, P.O. Box 383 Salisbury S.A. 5108 
OR: EMAIL. commso@skbc.com.au All submissions must be received prior to the last Thurs-
day in the month Include your name/address. Articles may be published without identifying the 
author if requested. All submissions may be edited and may/may not be published, at the edi-
tor's discretion . 

The St. Kilda Boat Club Inc and the editors of The Haven and each of them are not responsi-

ble for the accuracy of any advertising material, the usefulness of an advertised product, ser-

vice or information submitted by third parties. Comments and views expressed within the publi-

cation are not necessarily those of said club and/or editor. Readers are advised to seek inde-

pendent verification before acting on any such information. 


